
Soft funding for energy storage R&D 
– a mapping for DaCES

Søren Houmøller, CEO, 1st Mile

August 13th, 2025



Who is 1st Mile?

Speciality Securing grant funding within energy

Established 2007 by Søren Houmøller

Volume +1bn DKK projects submitted in 2025

Team 10 ph.d.’s, MBA’s, economists, engineers…

Hit rate Very high
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An entrepreneur in spirit, Søren Houmøller left his 
job managing the corporate venture arm of Ørsted 
in 2007 to found 1st Mile. Since then, he has 
written hundreds of successful funding proposals.

Graduating from DTU in 1995 with a master thesis 
in pyrolysis and gasification of biomass, he has 
spent three decades working on innovation within 
green technologies.

As a former VC and current business angel, he 
quickly sees the opportunities in new technologies, 
understands the potential value in them, and how 
to capture it to secure funding.

The 1st Mile team
Covering all aspects of proposal development and writing

Anna Nichele
Financial Consultant, M.Sc.

Jonathon Carey
Energy Markets Consultant

Tao Bindslev
Advisor, E*MBA



With 18 years in business, 1st Mile has secured funding for 
numerous projects for companies in Denmark and Europe* 

*Non-exhaustive list of grant amounts for successful applications

DKK 10 million
EUDP

DKK 8.6 million 
EUDP

DKK 30.5 million
EUDP

DKK 16.9 + 18 + 12 
million

Grand Solutions + Horizon 
2020 SME + Grand Solutions

DKK  10 million
EUDP

DKK 47 million
EUDP

DKK 9.6 million
EUDP

DKK 18 million
Horizon 2020 SME

DKK 30 million
EUDP

DKK 18 million
Horizon 2020 SME

DKK 13 million
Grand Solutions

DKK 12 million
EUDP

DKK 30 million
EU Innovation Fund

DKK 0.5
InnoBooster

DKK 20 million
EUDP

DKK 75 million
EUDP

DKK 10 +22 million
EUDP + FRO

DKK 19 million
EUDP



Why soft funding?

Soft funding supports research and development 
for companies and universities.

From a societal view they enable things to happen, 
which would otherwise not happen, because they 
are too risky and/or too expensive.



EU Innovation Fund

Technology focus

Business/market focus

From research to commercialization
Public funding is to reduce risk and capital demand for pre-commercial technologies

Research
TRL 1-3

Development
TRL 4-6

Demonstration → Go2Market
TRL 7-9

Full 
commercial

These ranges are indicative and 
vary for the specific calls



DaCES profiles: Power-to-X, thermal
energy, batteries, system integration
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EUDP 
Energy Technology Development and Demonstration Program

• Link to call
• Consider the EUDP program if you:

• Are aiming to develop and demonstrate energy technology
• Have or seek a great partnership with 2-6 partners
• Look for a grant of 5-50 million DKK
• TRL: 3-8

• Application process
• Application (deadline September 1st)
• Addressing the evaluators’ feedback 

(usually 6 weeks after the deadline)
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https://eudp.dk/
https://eudp.dk/


Fonden for Retfærdig Omstilling (FRO)
The Just Transition Fund

• Link to open calls

• Consider applying for FRO if you have a green technologies project near commercialization 
(TRL 5-9)

• Financial support is typically 50-80% of costs.

• Application is relatively short but demanding.

• Focus: Danish goals of carbon neutrality + development of Northern and Southern Jutland.

• Deadlines and grant amounts depend on the call. Relevant call:
• Grønne teknologier i Nord- og Sydjylland. A call for large-scale green innovation projects in PtX, 

pyrolysis (brown biorefining), and CCUS technologies in Northern and Southern Jutland. Up to DKK 
250M is available; grants range from DKK 5M–40M. Focus is on collaboration across sectors. Deadline: 
October 10, 2025. Both R&D projects and investment support.
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https://1stmile.dk/grants/fonden-for-retfaerdig-omstilling/
https://1stmile.dk/grants/fonden-for-retfaerdig-omstilling/
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/udvikling-af-nye-groenne-teknologier-i-nord-og-sydjylland
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/udvikling-af-nye-groenne-teknologier-i-nord-og-sydjylland
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/udvikling-af-nye-groenne-teknologier-i-nord-og-sydjylland
https://udviklingidanmark.erhvervsstyrelsen.dk/udvikling-af-nye-groenne-teknologier-i-nord-og-sydjylland


Horizon Europe

• Link to call

• Hundreds of calls annually in total

• Consider Horizon Europe if you:
• Are looking to advance your technology in a partnerships across Europe
• TRL: Varying, typically 3-8

• Are seeking substantial funding

• Storage-related calls open now
• Underground Thermal Energy Storage in dense urban areas
• Demonstration of battery energy storage systems in existing and new vessels via novel energy storage and ship 

design concept
• Demonstration of thermal energy storage solutions for solar thermal plants and systems

• Cross-regional network and market model for optimisation of long duration storage
• Cost-effective next-generation batteries for long-duration stationary storage (Batt4EU Partnership)
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https://1stmile.dk/grants/horizon-europe/
https://1stmile.dk/grants/horizon-europe/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-22?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-22?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-22?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-22?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-04-D5-11?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2026-02-D3-05?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D3-21?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D3-21?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D3-21?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D3-21?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-02-D3-21?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL5-2025-01-Two-Stage-D2-02?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=storage&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027


EIC Accelerator

• Link to call

• Consider the EIC Accelerator program if you:
• Are a start-up or SME with a game-changing product, service, or business model
• TRL: 5+

• Have the ambition and commitment to scale up
• Are seeking substantial funding, with grants up to €2.5 million and equity investments up to €10 million

• Can be Open or one of the Challenges
• Energy-related challenge 2025: ”Waste-to-value devices: Circular production of renewable fuels, chemicals and 

materials”
• Energy-related challenge 2026: “Advanced Materials for Renewable Energy and Energy Storage Systems” 

• Application in 3 phases: short proposal → full proposal → interview
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https://1stmile.dk/grants/eic-accelerator/
https://1stmile.dk/grants/eic-accelerator/


EIC Pathfinder

• Link to call

• Consider the EIC Pathfinder program if you:
• Have a deep tech projects with a high degree of scientific and technological ambition and risk
• TRL: 1-4
• Have the ambition and potential to create a new market
• Are seeking substantial funding, with grants up to €4.5 million

• Can be Open or one of the Challenges
• Energy-related challenge 2025: ”Waste-to-value devices: Circular production of renewable fuels, 

chemicals and materials”
• Energy-related challenge 2026: “Advanced Materials for Renewable Energy and Energy Storage 

Systems” 

• Application in 3 phases: short proposal → full proposal → interview
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https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en


Innovation Fund EU

• Link to call

• Consider Innovation Fund EU if you:
• Have solutions ready for market commercialization in energy-intensive industries. 

• Highly innovative technologies and big flagship projects within renewable energy, energy-
intensive industries, energy storage, or CCUS

• Are seeking substantial funding (grants depend on scale, from below €25m CAPEX 
to €100m+ CAPEX)

• Can comply with the detailed application and selection procedures
• TRL 7-9

• Deadline: April 2026, it usually takes minimum 6 months to prepare this 
kind of applications
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https://1stmile.dk/eus-innovation-fund/
https://1stmile.dk/eus-innovation-fund/


1st Mile offers a project idea to call fit 
scoping service for DaCES members

Consider your 
idea/technology
Think of your idea/technology in terms of

• What is the problem you aim to solve?

• Why is your solution superior to existing ones?

• What are your development goals?

• What would you like to do in the project to 
achieve those?

Get in touch 
for dialogue
Søren Houmøller

• soren@1stmile.dk

• 40446714

• DTU Campus (great 
coffee)

Outcome: Should you go for 
an application? 
• Honest and blunt feedback on your project idea

• Fits to program(s)

• Suggestions of if and how to proceed

mailto:soren@1stmile.dk
mailto:soren@1stmile.dk


1st Mile has been 
writing applications 

since 2007

Raised +€250m in 
grants from Danish 
and EU programs

Very high 

hit rate 

(EU +50%, 
EUDP +75%)

Specialises in 
energy funding 

programs

95% of all customers 
are companies

Annually submits 
+25 large 

applications (grant 
+€1m)

Highly trained and 
experienced 

10-person team

This is all 
we do

Extensive network of 
partners

Why 1st Mile?
We have the competences and capacity to ensure a high hit rate for applications



What our customers say
«1st Mile helped us define and describe our project in the format required by 

EUDP. Now that we have received the EUDP grant, we can accelerate the 
development of our technology and together with the partners we will be 

able to make the commercial validation needed for full scale implementation 
of our technology.»

ANDERS BAK KRISTOFFERSEN
Co-founder and COO, Kvasir Technologies

«At 1st Mile they are specialists in constructing great applications for funding. 
It has been a fantastic experience working with the super professional team at 

1st Mile.»

MARTIN HUUS BJERGE
CEO, Rope Robotics ApS

«Engaging with 1st Mile singularly contributed to securing national funding 
toward reducing the cost of green fuels by improving solid-oxide electrolysis 

performance.»

SØREN HØJGAARD JENSEN
Founder & CEO, DynElectro

«We chose 1st Mile to optimize our EUDP application because they have 
previously helped many other companies with a high success rate. They 

quickly entered the project and have been a great help to us. Søren and his 
talented employees have been an important element in achieving a very 

satisfactory result.»

NIELS NEERGAARD
Lead Strategy Advisor, Maersk Supply Service



Contact information:

CEO Søren Houmøller
soren@1stmile.dk
+45 40 44 67 14
www.1stmile.dk 


